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In this enlightening and timely work, Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo highlights the voices, experiences,

and views of Mexican and Central American women who care for other people's children and

homes, as well as the outlooks of the women who employ them in Los Angeles. The new preface

looks at the current issues facing immigrant domestic workers in a global context.
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In Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo's DomÃ©stica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the

Shadow of Affluence, readers explore, along with the researcher, an oft overlooked element of

domestic labour in America. In examining this particular manifestation between the haves and have

little, Hondagneu-Sotelo has provided a "scholarly" treatment where Ehrenreich's Nickel and Dimed

fell short. This is by no means an indictment of Ehrenreich's work, quite the contrary. Ehrenreich's

Nickel and Dimed is approachable by the many levels of readers that seek to understand the

phenomenon of the working poor and their interaction with affluent Americans (here, I speak

specifically of Ehrenreich's chapter two titled "Scrubbing in Maine"). However, in DomÃ©stica,

Hondagneu-Sotelo has opted to focus her research on immigrant domestic workers, specifically

Mexican and Central American women in Los Angeles. In so doing, her research provides insight

into the minds and worlds of both parties who engage in what can easily be termed a "love hate"

relationship; one where, out of necessity, both the employer and employees are in need of one

another. In addition, DomÃ©stica serves to highlight some of the struggles of members of America's



largest "minority" population (be they documented or otherwise). While Hondagneu-Sotelo relegates

her analysis and interviews to women in the Los Angeles area, this reviewer is of the opinion that

her research may well be duplicated in other cities with similar populations and yield like outcomes.
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